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Medicare Advantage Prior Authorization Reform Bill Reaches Significant Milestone
Coalition Calls for Immediate Congressional Action

Washington, DC— The Regulatory Relief Coalition (RRC), a group of 16 national physician organizations,
calls on Congress to swiftly pass The Improving Seniors’ Timely Access to Care Act (S. 1816/H.R. 3514,
the “Seniors Act”) which reached a significant milestone of over 290 House and 71 Senate cosponsors,
overwhelming bipartisan majorities in both houses of Congress. This common sense, bipartisan
legislation is long overdue for Congressional action.

Introduced by Representatives Mike Kelly (R-PA), Suzan DelBene (D-WA), John Joyce, MD, (R-PA), and
Ami Bera, MD, (D-CA), along with Senators Roger Marshall, MD, (R-KS) and Mark Warner (D-VA), the
Seniors’ Act would modernize the Medicare Advantage (MA) prior authorization process by establishing
electronic prior authorization requirements, strengthening transparency and accountability, and
streamlining determinations for medically necessary care. The bill is currently the most widely
supported zero-cost health care legislation in the 119th Congress and earned endorsements from more
than 300 national and state organizations representing patients, physicians and other clinicians, medical
technology and biopharmaceutical manufacturers, and MA health plans.

These reforms would help create a more predictable, patient-centered experience for the more than 35
million Americans enrolled in MA, including seniors, individuals with disabilities, and veterans. These
beneficiaries chose MA to better meet their medical and financial needs and should expect the same
access to medically necessary care afforded under Traditional Medicare. While insurers made voluntary
commitments to reduce their use of prior authorization, health care providers and patients have seen
little meaningful change. These repeated but unfulfilled promises from MA plans highlight the urgent
need Congress to ensure plans are held accountable and to reduce unnecessary prior authorization
burdens. Many RRC member organizations report that prior authorization requirements remain overly
burdensome and are fraught with inadequate oversight and administrative barriers to patient care.

In April, the Medical Group Management Association’s 2026 Regulatory Burden Report found that
nearly 95% of respondents reported increased regulatory burden over the past three years, with three
of the top five administrative challenges tied directly to MA: prior authorization, claim denials, and
automatic downcoding. In addition, the American Medical Association’s Prior Authorization Physician
Survey released last month found that 94% of physicians reported moderate or significant burnout
related to prior authorization requirements. Only 32% of respondents said they believe insurer
commitments will meaningfully improve the experience for patients and physicians.

The legislation is referred to the House Committee on Ways and Means and the House Committee on
Energy and Commerce which share jurisdiction over MA policy, as well as the Senate Committee on
Finance. Surpassing the 290-cosponsor threshold required for placement on the House Consensus
Calendar -- a House procedure intended to facilitate floor consideration of broadly supported legislation
-- and securing bipartisan support from more than two-thirds of the Senate, the Seniors' Act
demonstrates overwhelming congressional backing and is well positioned for passage this year.

The RRC strongly urges Congress to protect the more than 35 million American seniors enrolled in MA
and swiftly pass the Seniors’ Act into law.
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