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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Regulatory Relief Coalition was exceptionally successful in the 
117th Congress, even though the Congressional Budget Office was 
unable to re-score the coalition’s signature legislation (H.R. 3173 / 
S. 3018) before the end of the session.

The coalition gained members and allies, gathered over 500 
endorsing organizations, all leading to a key committee actions 
including passage in the House Ways and Means and Energy and 
Commerce committees and floor passage – all by unanimous voice 
votes.

The coalition was in close contact with bill champions and 
leadership staff, advising them on myriad of policy, legal, and 
political matters throughout the 117th session. With nearly 400 Hill 
visits over the year, RRC gained recognition and strong bipartisan 
support in the House and Senate.

Coalition leaders and staff were frequently quoted in nearly a 
dozen key media sources often read by policymakers and 
stakeholders and had a very active presence in social media.

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid proposed rules released in 
December 2022 largely mirrored the legislation, strong evidence 
that RRC significantly “moved the needle” on convincing 
policymakers to protect patients and providers who serve them 
from the regulatory burdens of prior authorization.

We are hopeful that RRC will continue to be an important resource 
for policymakers as they make Medicare Advantage more 
transparent, efficient, and effective for Medicare seniors.
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RRC MEMBERSHIP

• 16 Members – Medical Specialty Organizations
• 4 Allies – Allied Groups, Providers & Provider Groups
• Monthly meetings with RRC Members, routinely met 

with Allies.
• Coordinated strategy with at least a dozen other ally 

organizations.
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CHAMPIONS

• RRC served as lead, national organization advising 
champions/staff on legislation.

• RRC collaborated and coordinated efforts with dozens 
of endorsing organizations.

• Champions/staff worked closely with RRC to enlist 
leadership and committee staff to advance the bill.

• Champions/staff funneled endorsements and routinely 
referred Hill, media inquiries to RRC.
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CO-SPONSORSHIP CAMPAIGN

ACTION
• Held nearly 400 virtual Hill visits led by RRC 

members and RRC allies.
• Sent multiple letters to Hill, frequently updated 

website and shared information with Hill.

RESULTS
• One of the most widely supported bills in 117th 

Congress.
• 327 House and 53 Senate co-sponsors
• 75% of all Members of the House as co-sponsors 

(192 D, 135 R) 
o 51 House Energy & Commerce Committee
o 38 House Ways and Means Committee
o 9 Senate Finance Committee
o 41 Problem Solvers Caucus
o 12 GOP Doctors Caucus
o 46 Congressional Black Caucus
o 26 Congressional Hispanic Caucus
o 56 Congressional Asian Pacific American Caucus

• 53% of Senate (split evenly), 9 on Senate Finance 

¾ HOUSE ½ SENATE
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2022 YEAR IN REVIEW:  RRC KEY ACTIONS

DATE RRC KEY ACTIONS

Jan.-Dec Posted relevant press on website, social media

March 8 Hosted Senate Briefing featuring Senators, staff

March Commented on GAO Mental Health & PA study

April 5 Enlisted Mental Health Liaison Group to endorse

April 27 Commented on OIG PA Report, share with Hill

May 26 Secured Better Medicare Alliance Endorsement

July 27 Worked with Ways & Means, markup and passage

Sept. 12-14 Worked with Energy & Commerce, hearing

Sept. 12-14 Worked with leadership, committee, and champions

Sept. 14 Provided guidance on House floor vote, passage

Sept. – Dec. Worked with former CBO staff on ways to lower score

Dec. 12 Reviewed CMS rules, advise leadership, champions

Dec. 20 Lobbied for bill in omnibus, rescore by CBO



SELECT RRC LETTERS
RRC TO WAYS AND MEANS RRC TO ENERGY AND COMMERCE

RRC TO LEADERSHIP RRC TO SENATE FINANCE



SELECT ENDORSEMENTS/CHAMPION LETTERS
INSURERS ENDORSE LEGISLATIONMENTAL HEALTH COMMUNITY LETTER

HOUSE CHAMPIONS TO HHS HOUSE CHAMPIONS TO LEADERSHIP



RRC ANALYSES
INTRODUCED BILL VERSUS WAYS AND MEANS REVISED BILL

COMPARISON OF CMS PROPOSED RULE AND LEGISLATION
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PRESS, WEBSITE, AND SOCIAL MEDIA

• Members and team spoke with nearly a dozen 
reporters, many frequently throughout the year and 
more often toward the end of the session.

• Stories featuring RRC members or staff were in the 
following publications in 2022.

• Posted nearly 150 stories about Prior Authorization 
on RRC’s Website.

• RRC’s Marketing Committee advises and produced 
dozens of items on Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn 
about RRC Efforts

USAToday Politico

CQ Roll Call Inside CMS/Health Policy

ModernHealthcare Fox News

Bloomberg News Salon

National Law Review MedPage Today

Axios STAT
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SELECT RRC PRESS RELEASES/SENATE BRIEFING

SENATE INTRODUCTION SENATE BRIEFING

APPLAUDING WAYS & MEANS 
ACTION

LAUDING CMS PROPOSED RULE
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COMPREHENSIVE WEBSITE
www.regrelief.org
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SOCIAL MEDIA EXAMPLES

Regulatory Relief Coalition



END OF YEAR EFFORTS, INTERSECTION OF BILL & RULES

2022 END OF YEAR
• CBO published score the night before floor vote with 

a cost of $16 billion.
• Bill champions requested CBO score more than a year 

prior to House floor action.
• CBO said that its baseline was derived from their 

single payer legislation cost analysis.
• CBO told Hill staff that proposed rules on point with 

the bill would cut the score down by about half; a 
final rule could reduce the score to zero.   

• Timing of CBO score did not stop passage on House 
floor but impeded ability to include the bill in the final 
117th Congress omnibus package.

RULES RELEASED
• Three agency rules published in December closely 

mirrored the direction and provisions of the bill.
• The first CMS rule provided detailed economic 

analysis concluding that savings are achievable when 
prior authorization is managed, made transparent.

• RRC argued that the new economic analysis could 
provide a new baseline for CBO.

• CBO said it did not have enough time to                      
rescore the bill for omnibus in 2022. 
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PROSPECTS FOR BILLS GOING FORWARD

2023:  VERY REAL POSSIBILITY OF BILL PASSAGE
• While the bill was on list for end of year 

consideration, CBO’s inability to score the bill in time 
to be included in the omnibus stopped final passage 
in 2022.

• Passing a bipartisan law will be the logical next step 
for Congress in the 118th, to ensure codification of 
these important policies in bipartisan legislation. 

• Speaker McCarthy’s staff asked CBO to rescore the 
bill in mid-January, strongly encouraging CBO to use 
CMS economic analysis for the rescore.

• CBO’s rescoring of the bill will dictate legislative 
strategy & action going forward

• Rescore expected in the next few weeks; goal is to 
achieve a ZERO or minimal score.

• With a zero or minimal score, the bill could advance 
in the House on a suspension vote and in the Senate 
by unanimous consent. 

• Champions plan to reintroduce the legislation in the 
early spring, dependent on the CBO rescore.
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PROSPECTS FOR RULES GOING FORWARD

REGULATORY ACTION OVERVIEW
• Proposed MA plan & e-prior auth rules align closely 

with the bill, evidencing agency commitment to RRC-
advanced policies.

• RRC established Regulatory Work Group, key issues 
identified, plan to submit comments on CMS rules.

THEMES FOR RRC COMMENT ON RULES
• RRC strongly lauded the rules and believes that they 

were driven by RRC advocacy, including collaboration 
with our Hill champions.

• CMS should adopt modest changes that mirror 
provisions in the Improving Seniors’ Access bill.

• RRC Comments expected to focus on… 
o Deadlines for prior authorization decisions 
o Transparency 
o E-prior authorization/real time decisions 
o Part D drugs/Part B step therapy 
o Continuity of care 
o MA plans’ coverage policies, including disclosure of 

coverage determinations and policies criteria
o Effect of prior approval on reimbursement 
o Coverage of procedures related to preapproved 

services 
o Peer-to-peer review processes/decisions
o Enforcement and oversight
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MEMBER & ALLY ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

None of the work done in 2022 or in the preceding six years would 
have been achievable without the vision and insight of the American 
Academy of Ophthalmology (AAO) and the American Association of 
Neurological Surgeons (AANS)/Congress of Neurological Surgeons 
(CNS), RRC founders who serve as key coalition leaders.  Many other 
RRC members and allies have provided significant contributions to 
the coalition’s efforts, including:

• The Medical Group Management Group provided significant 
research, surveys, and analysis. 

• Representatives from the AAO, AANS/CNS, American Osteopathic 
Association (AOA), and the American College of Surgeons (ACS) 
were particularly active and instrumental in our lobbying efforts.

• The American Academy of Family Physicians, American Academy 
of Neurology, AANS/CNS, ACS, and National Association of Spine 
Specialists (NASS), American College of Rheumatology (ACR), all 
participated in RRC’s Marketing Committee.  

• All member organizations were active in grassroots engagement 
with special mention of the American Academy of Orthopedic 
Surgeons, American Academy of Physical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation, American College of Cardiology, ACR, ACS, 
American Gastroenterological Association, AOA, Association for 
Clinical Oncology, NASS, and the Society for Cardiovascular 
Angiography and Interventions.

RRC allies Premier, Inc., the American Medical Rehabilitation 
Providers Association, Select Medical, and National Association for 
Proton Therapy also play a pivotal role in lobbying, grassroots, social 
media engagement, and analysis.
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